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Color atlas of  peripheral vascular diseases 
Jill Belch, Peter McCollum, Peter Stonebridge, and 
William Walker; Barcelona; 1996; Mosby; 138 pages; 
$69.95. 
This slim volume is a collection of photographs and 
illustrations depicting a wide variety of vascular diseases. 
The stated goal of the authors is to supplement the narra- 
tive of standard textbooks with photographic images of the 
subject of vascular surgery. The current effort is their sec- 
ond edition. The alterations specific to this edition include 
addition of chapters on vascular medicine, detection of 
microvascular nd macrovascular disease, and risk factors. 
The book is an attractive hardbound volume consisting 
of 138 pages of glossy color photographs and references. It 
is well-constructed, with high-quality glossy paper and 
clear sharp photographs that do a remarkably good job of 
demonstrating their subject. The editors have done an 
excellent job of selecting quality photographs and repro- 
ducing these clearly. The material is organized into 15 
chapters including titles such as Pathophysiology, Risk 
factors, Examination of the vascular tree, and Investigation 
of the vascular tree. Unfortunately, many of these are so 
basic and their scope so superficial that they add little to the 
value of the book. Occasionally, there is overt redundancy. 
For example, aphotograph illustrating Buerger's disease is 
presented in the section on Pathophysiology and repeated 
in the section on Vasculitides. The result is to diminish the 
material in the later section while offering an incremental 
expansion of the book. Other sections are of considerable 
value and interest. Of particular interest are the offerings 
on vasculitides, vasospasm, tumors of blood vessels, and 
arteriovenous fi tulas. These are remarkable additions be- 
cause they represent good illustrations of diseases that are 
infrequently encountered in most practices. The illustra- 
tion of common vascular conditions uch as ischemic limbs 
and problem wounds present a real problem for the edi- 
tors. While of interest, these suffer the disadvantage of 
familiarity. Most readers will readily be able to claim expe- 
rience with a variety of similar cases. 
The book succeeds in those areas where it offers a 
glimpse into unusual or rare conditions. The illustration of 
venous anomalies, carotid-cavernous fi tulas, and cirsoid 
aneurysm are good examples. Unfortunately, even when 
well-illustrated, the accompanying captions offer litde in- 
sight into the condition presented. Although this is frus- 
trating, one must keep in mind that this is a supplementary 
collection of photographs and is not intended as a stand- 
alone text. 
If  the goal of the book is ambitious--to offer a pictorial 
supplement to the standard textbooks--the content of the 
book is short of this mark. The size of the book limits its 
scope. In addition, although the photographs are very 
good, they do not cover the entire spectrum of presenta- 
tion of some of the entities addressed. The photographs 
frequently manage only an introductory level, illustrating 
one stage of a presentation, leaving other stages unad- 
dressed. This limited coverage is the most egregious prob- 
lem of the book. This is particularly frustrating with the 
more interesting portions of the book, where one would 
wish for a fuller illustration 0f the unusual diseases. 
The ultimate question is whether the book would be a 
worthwhile addition to a physician's library. This in turn 
draws attention to one of the unanswered questions about 
the book: who is the intended audience? The authors do 
not speak to this issue. Clearly it would be of greatest value 
to persons with a rudimentary fund of knowledge and 
experience, such as the student or house officer. For them 
it provides an image of vascular disease and may well be 
worthwhile, particularly should they have an interest in 
vascular surgery. For the seasoned vascular surgeon, the 
book may be of interest, but will probably not be oflirnited 
value. While successful in illustrating some unusual condi- 
tions, much of the material in the book is routine and well 
within the scope of a busy practitioner's experience. Thus it 
is unlikely to bring new insight. 
Overall, this is a good book and recommended to 
anyone with interest in photographic collections. It may be 
of particular benefit o the novice and the student. It will 
not be of great value to the wider audience of busy, expe- 
rienced, practicing vascular surgeons. 
Hugh Gelabert, MD 
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Arterial surgery: Management of  challenging 
problems 
James Yao and William Pearce; Stamford, Conn.; 
1996; Appleton & Lange; 570 pages; $145. 
The enormous original contribution made by Michael 
DeBakey towards the emerging specialty of vascular sur- 
gery during the middle decades of the present century is 
such that he has become, literally, a legend in his own 
lifetime, attracting admiration and fame well beyond the 
relatively narrow confines of the medical world. 
This publication originates from the proceedings of a 
conference organized in honor of Michael DeBakey, and 
the prologue consists of a 24-page ulogy to the great man, 
with contributions from several of his protSg6s who have 
themselves achieved considerable eminence in the field of 
vascular surgery. There are many anecdotes to testify to his 
extraordinary energy and skills as surgeon and teacher. 
As the title implies, the aim of the book is to address 
difficult issues in vascular surgery and, where possible, to 
offer solutions. Although this concept has considerable 
appeal it is not, itself, without problems. Where the issue in 
question has been the subject of scientific assessment, ra- 
tional analysis of therapeutic options is possible. But many 
issues in vascular surgery are "challenging" precisely be- 
cause relevant scientific data on which to draw for guidance 
are lacking. In these circumstances the author can offer 
only an opinion based on hypothesis and his personal 
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experience of individual patients or that of others, i.e., 
anecdote. The quality and great depth of experience of the 
contributors to this book ensure that this approach works 
exceptionally well despite its obvious limitations. One or 
two chapters truggle to do justice to the highly complex 
management problems addressed within the available 
space, but these and the exceptional contribution that 
consists of little more than a list of therapeutic options 
without much discussion of their relative merits do not 
detract significantly from its overall excellence. 
A total of 90 authors (76 from the United States) have 
contributed, and the 45 chapters are divided into eight 
sections covering the complete range of arterial surgery 
including; endothelial cell biology, cerebrovascular disease, 
abdominal and thoracic aneurysms, visceral artery disease, 
distal bypass in the lower limb, trauma, congenital vascular 
malformations, and radiation arterial injury. Where appro- 
priate, due consideration is given to endovascular ap- 
proaches to difficult problems, although it is particularly in
this area that scientific evidence tends to be sparse. 
In common with many other multiauthor publications 
there is some repetition in chapters covering the same 
general subject matter, but the quality of the writing and 
accompanying illustrations i of a sufficiently high average 
standard to make this a highly readable book. Although it 
will be purchased principally as a reference work it is not 
too big to be read from cover to cover, and those who 
chose to do so will find it an interesting and rewarding 
experience. 
Because the pace of change of vascular surgery is so 
rapid books on the subject of the "recent advances" genre 
tend to have a limited duration of usefial library life. The 
exceptionally high quality of this publication and its well- 
chosen subject matter are likely to ensure that it is of 
practical value for a rather longer time than most. 
Peter Harris 
Royal Liverpool University Hospital 
Liverpool, United Kingdom 
Venous thromboembol ism: An evidence-based atlas 
Russell Hull, Gary Raskob, Graham Pineo; Armonk, 
N.Y.; 1996; Futura; 449 pages; $149. 
Before discussing the merits of this fine book, it is first 
important to point out what it is not. It is not in the usual 
sense an "atlas" as is implied by the rifle. Three quarters of 
the book is a traditional multiauthored text, and the last 
quarter is a collection of case presentations selected to 
highlight he protean manifestations of venous thrombo- 
embolic disease. These case presentations are succinct, 
generally well illustrated, and selected with a specific teach- 
ing point in mind for each. Each can be read in well under 
5 minutes, making them ideal for quiet moments of reflec- 
tion in small enclosed rooms. 
This book also is not a complete book of venous 
disease. Its focus is entirely on the acute presentation of 
deep venous thrombosis and its early complication of pul- 
monary embolus. Late manifestations of deep venous 
thrombosis, such as chronic venous insufficiency, are not 
the subject of this book. The book does not pander to 
surgeons. Venous thrombectomy as a treatment for venous 
thrombosis is mentioned only in passing. The editors 
clearly, and perhaps appropriately, do not regard surgical 
treatment of deep venous thrombosis as sufficiently well- 
established to merit inclusion in their book. 
In selected cases the editors have failed to balance their 
own biases and interests with clinical reality and current 
practice. The most prominent example of this is the heavy 
emphasis on impedance plethysmography in the diagnosis 
of deep venous thrombosis, particularly in the case discus- 
sion portion of the book. A chapter on the cost-effective- 
ness of the diagnosis and treatment of deep venous throm- 
bosis based on analyses performed in 1992 is included, I 
am sure, only because the authors performed this study. 
No one will read this chapter unless the only alternative is
another erun of "Gilligan's Island." 
Overall, however, this is an excellent book. For the 
most part the chapters are organized along clinically rele- 
vant lines and are well referenced and well written. One 
section of the book is devoted to prophylaxis of venous 
thrombosis and is organized around considerations rele- 
vant to particular groups of patients, such as trauma and 
orthopedic patients and neurosurgical patients. This is fol- 
lowed by sections on the diagnosis of venous thrombosis 
and pulmonary embolus, and then a section on treatment 
of venous thromboembolism, including a particularly ex- 
cellent chapter on the use of low molecular weight hepa- 
fins. The final section includes pecial problems in venous 
thromboembolic disease, including discussions of throm- 
boric disorders of pregnancy, as well as congenital hyper- 
coagulable states, heparin-associated thrombocytopenia, 
and the problem of calf vein thrombosis. In fact, virtually 
every aspect of the diagnosis and management of acute 
venous thromboembolism is well-covered in this textbook. 
I recommend the book for purchase by anyone who is 
called upon to aid in the diagnosis or treatment of patients 
with acute venous thromboembolism. Even with its draw- 
backs, it is the most comprehensive and well-written book 
on this subject hat I am aware of. The case discussion 
portion of the book mandates that it be included in all 
libraries of vascular surgical training programs. Vascular 
surgeons need to be completely familiar with the many 
presentations of venous thromboembolism. The case dis- 
cussion portion of this book is the best teaching tool that 
exists for emphasizing to vascular surgical trainees the 
vagaries of venous thromboembolism. 
Gregory L. Moneta, MD 
Oregon Health Sciences University 
Portland, Ore. 
